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The FEBS Congress, held annually at different European loca-
tions, often in collaboration with the IUBMB (International Union
of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology) has now reached its 37th
edition. Ever since the 15th FEBS Congress in 1983, FEBS Letters
has devoted a Special Issue to selected topics of the meeting [1].
FEBS Letters thematic Special Issues, the ﬁrst being published al-
ready in 1969 [2], cover selected topics with short and concise,
easy-to-read reviews, which have a high impact on the commu-
nity. Special issues provide a platform for contributors to present
and discuss their research ﬁeld, to underline discrepancies and to
propose concepts for future approaches. We believe that these
comprehensive collections on a deﬁned ﬁeld of research represent
valuable tools also for the preparation of workshops and seminars
for undergraduate and graduate students. Organizers (students
and lecturers) of such educational activities who are interested
can be provided with the requested numbers of hard copies or
electronic versions of any of our Special Issues (for further informa-
tion please contact febs.letters@bzh.uni-heidelberg.de).0014-5793/$36.00  2012 Federation of European Biochemical Societies. Published by E
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.febslet.2012.07.007I hope you will enjoy this Special Issue.
Best wishes.
PS I would like to remind you that every year, during the FEBS
Congress, FEBS Letters awards a €10.000 prize to an independent sci-
entist, aged 40 years or younger, who is the corresponding author of
an outstanding research letter published in the journal during the
previous calendar year. If you would like to be considered for the
FEBS Letters Young Group Leader Award, submit a research letter
to us before your 41st birthday. For more information please visit:
http://www.febsletters.org/content/younggroupleader.
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